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the great Materia Medica of the Greek physician,
Dioscorides of Anazarba, and to comment upon it.
The Germans were the first to append woodcuts to
their botanical descriptions, and it is Otto Brun-
felsius, in 1530, who has the credit of being the ori-
ginator of such figures. In 1554 there was published
the first great Herbal, that of Rembertus Dodonseus,
body-physician to the Emperor Maximilian II., who
wrote in Dutch. An English translation of this,
brought out in 1578, by Henry Lyte, was the earliest
important Herbal in our language. Five years later,
in 1583, a certain Dr. Priest translated all the
botanical works of Dodonams, with much greater
fulness than Lyte had done, and this volume was
the germ of Gerard's far more famous production.
John Gerard was a Cheshire man, born in 1545, who
came up to London, and practised there as a surgeon.
According to his editor and continuator, Thomas
Johnson, who speaks of Gerard with startling
freedom, this excellent man was by no means
well equipped for the task of compiling a great
Herbal He knew so little Latin, according to
this too candid friend, that he imagined Leonard
Fuchsius, who was a German contemporary of his
own, to be one of the ancients. But Johnson is a
little too zealous in magnifying his own office. He
brings a worse accusation against Gerard, if I under-
stand him rightly to charge him with using Dr.
Priest's manuscript collections after his death, with-
out giving that physician the credit of his labours.
When Johnson made this accusation, Gerard had
been dead twenty-six years. In any case it seems
certain that Gerard's original Herbal, which, beyond